
Career choice

-

Opportunity for self-discovery

ABG - PhD career development 

09.07.2020 Tobias Rödel (tobias.roedel@nature.com) – Senior Editor – Nature 



Scientific publishing @ Nature

Select, validate and publicize the most 

important scientific advances.

Lead the way in raising  publishing 

standards.

Being innovative and leading in matters 

crucial to science and society.

Science communication at Nature:

researchers – manuscript editors –

science journalists – public

nature.com

8.4 million unique users per month

Global audience 



Typical tasks:

1. Handling submitted manuscripts

reading & selecting manuscripts (on average 2 submissions per day)

other manuscript related tasks: decisions, searching for referees,…

2. Outreach

conferences, lab visits

3. Creating content

writing research highlights

comissioning reviews

features

4. Office & company

administrative tasks (e.g. e-mails)

meetings

Working day of a manuscript editor?

Manuscript handling

Special projects

Keeping on top of the field

Other tasks  (administrative, 

training, etc.)



Career choice

Research project



Career choice - research project

• Personality

• CV

• Decisive experiences in the past

• Passions

• Values

• Job profile

• Societal, familial & own expectations

• Life outside of work

• Employer

• Working conditions

• Working atmosphere

• ...

Identity

Who am I?

Wishes

What do I want?

External

factors



Career choice – research project

Different approaches

“I always knew what I wanted in life”

Pragmatic & path of minimal resistance

Question everything



Who am I?

Example



Who am I?





Who am I? What do I like?



Who am I? My past



Questions?


